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Pathfinder grants
Frequently asked questions  
What are the eligible technology areas?

East Midlands Development Agency (emda) has carried out a review of the technology strengths and opportunities across the East Midlands. The results of these were reviewed by an independent East Midlands panel which highlighted technology areas that should be prioritised for future return. This work has been detailed in the Regional Technology Framework (RTF) which is available in .pdf form at www.eminnovation.org.uk/pathfinder. This document highlights the priority technology areas and their subcategories including short definitions and examples of expertise in each area. Projects must fall within one or more of the subcategories of the priority technology areas (highlighted in bold).

· Materials

· Lightweight and Composite Materials

· High Temperature Materials

· Construction Materials

· Biomaterials

· Design, Engineering and Manufacturing

· Design and Rapid Manufacturing

· Process Engineering

· Energy and Waste

· Energy Efficiency

· Fuel Combustion

· Energy Storage, Integration and Distribution

· Renewable Energies

· Waste Minimisation, Management and Recycling

· Information and Communications Technologies (ICT)

· Instrumentation, Measurement and Imaging

· Intelligent Systems

· Sensors and Controls

· Computation

· Biotechnologies and Therapeutics

· Microbiology and Hygienic Environments

· Tissue and Cell Engineering

· Bio-Nanotechnology

· Drug Discovery and Development
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Who decides if my project fits the technology areas?

It is the applicant’s responsibility to justify how their project fits the descriptions of the priority technology areas. This fit will be assessed during emda’s appraisal of the project application and, if necessary, emda will request an independent technology reviewer to contribute their views on fit. emda will have the final decision on if the project is a good fit to the priority technology areas and therefore whether funding is awarded. 
Who assesses my project application?

emda will carry out an internal appraisal of the project. If the application is successful at this stage, an external technology reviewer will be appointed for a state of the art review and technology perspective. Written permission will be required before this technology review is conducted. Both these appraisals contribute to the final approval.

Is my software project eligible for a Pathfinder Grant?

The priority technology areas do cover Information and Communications Technology (ICT) – subcategories: Intelligent Systems and Computation. However, software alone is not eligible unless it has a specific engineering application which is part of the project. It is the applicant’s responsibility to explain how their ICT project fits the eligibility criteria.

What does the grant fund?

Pathfinder grants are available for projects needing market validation work. The grant will pay for 70% of the costs to hire a consultant to deliver this work. The applicant will be responsible for the remaining 30% which must be a cash contribution to the consultant’s fees. The grant can also be used to cover Intellectual Property costs and some prototyping work if it is needed for market research purposes.
How does the financial claim reach me? 

If you are successful with a Pathfinder application, you will be instructed on how to use the emda grant claim form and asked to register with our finance system. Eligible costs are listed on the claim form (identifying the 70% intervention rate) and evidence of the invoices is required.  Once we have approved the claim, our finance team will make a BACS payment direct to your bank account. We will be required to monitor that you have made the consultants payments (defrayal evidence from bank statements, etc) before you claim from emda. Other payment routes may be available if necessary.
How do I apply?

Please download a copy of the application forms and guidance from www.eminnovation.org.uk/pathfinder. Applications must be submitted to emda with a signed hard copy and an electronic version (emailed or on CD).  The iNets can also advise you on the scheme and the application process.
How do I find a consultant?

We will direct all enquiries of this nature to Business Link East Midlands (www.businesslinkem.co.uk or 0845 058 6644) which has a database of service providers in the region. For specialist Innovation projects, we also have innovation Networks (iNets) in the following areas:

Food and Drink


Healthcare and Bioscience


Sustainable Construction


Transport

They will be able to help identify specialist consultants and advise on other innovation support funding. Please visit (www.eminnovation.org.uk) to find out more.

I already have a consultant ready to work on this project. Do I still have to follow procurement rules?

The Pathfinder grant is made possible through UK (emda) and European (European Regional Development Fund) public sector funds. Because public sector grants have been made possible through tax payer’s contributions, there are strict rules for how they are spent. One of the rules regards identifying service providers, such as Pathfinder consultants. 

Using ERDF logos for publicity material, each Pathfinder must identify three tender quotations from three different consultants. This ensures that there are equal opportunities for capable consultants, and adheres to the procurement regulations from the European Union (EU) and emda. We require that a justification statement about who was allocated is made available to emda and kept on record. We appreciate that for specialist consultants there may not be three consultants capable of delivering this work.  This must also be recorded in writing. If you have any further procurement queries, please contact us for a more detailed discussion. 

What information has to be included in the market work?

We do not make any recommendations about the kind of market validation work to be included. The Pathfinder application provides space for an explanation of the information the applicant needs, and why their business plans needs this information. It is the applicant’s responsibility and right to decide what information they need from a consultant.

What if I need international market validation?

We recognise that some businesses already operate on a national and international level, therefore international market validation activities are also eligible. The eligible costs are listed in the Pathfinder application.

Do I need a patent in place before applying for the Pathfinder grant?

The Pathfinder grant is to help commercialise the technology developed by East Midlands companies. We will look to fund projects where applicants can demonstrate that they are committed to developing their technology, therefore we ask for details on patents pertaining to the project. We do, however, acknowledge that patenting is not always appropriate to the technology area or the timescale for the business plans. We ask applicants to explain the work that has already taken place and what intellectual property protection has been investigated or assigned.

I have other grant applications in progress elsewhere. Can I still apply for a Pathfinder?

The Pathfinder application form requests information on any funding received in the past or applications in progress. Projects will not be funded twice. Pathfinder grants cannot be used on projects which already have market validation funding. However, it is reasonable that some grant applications can run alongside the pathfinder, e.g. prototyping funds can be complementary to a Pathfinder market validation grant. 

I am an individual with a potential project.  Can I still apply?

The Pathfinder grant is open to inventors or individuals who are registered as sole traders. As usual, the applicant will be expected to demonstrate the 30% match and the intellectual property status of the project; however, individual applicants must also provide evidence of an active business bank account.
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